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the post-1973 Pinochet government (running to more than 100 
pages) will be new to many readers, and Alexander shows a full 
understanding of the sweeping changes in Chilean civic life brought 
about under the junta. 

But, ultimately, Alexander’s central thread of argument is less 
than satisfying. It does not provide a picture of the larger social or 
historical forces that helped bring on Chile’s political polarization 
during the 1970s. In part because it does not compare Chile’s 
experience at any length with that of other Latin American nations, 
The Tragedy of Chile offers few explanations based on such central 
trends as the history of class relations in Chile, the hemispheric 
political setting at the beginning of the 1970s, or the United States’ 
political and intellectual influences. 

In the absence of such a unifying theory, Alexander’s argument 
that Allende and his government must bear the chief responsibility 
for the breakdown of democracy in Chile is difficult to accept. 
Certainly, private entrepreneurs were justifiably angry at the extra- 
legal appropriation of many factories, in which Allende’s regime 
acquiesced. But where did these groups’ social power lie, and why 
had they apparently lost all faith in the constitutional system, when 
many other political guarantees remained in full effect? It may be 
that the military feared for its institutional coherence in 1970-73 
(although Alexander’s evidence on the formation of left-wing 
paramilitary groups is far from persuasive). But why were the 
resulting coup and subsequent government so Draconian, causing 
“certainly several thousand casualties on and after September 11, 
1973” (page 348)? What had undermined the Chilean military’s 
adherence, not simply to a constitutional regime, but to funda- 
mental ethical values? One wonders, in this connection, whether the 
long-range consequences of the Nixon administration’s clear 
opposition to Allende may not have been far more destructive of 
Chilean democracy than Alexander calculates. Even those actions 
that the CIA and President Nixon’s staff will currently admit to, 
have caused grave disquiet among many dispassionate and fair- 
minded observers. 

More importantly, a broad-gauged understanding of the past 
decade in Chile will be needed for the future. Events in Chile are 
virtually certain to take dramatic turns in the 1980s, turns which 
will present problems for U.S. foreign policy at least as serious as 
the Central American issues that currently preoccupy Washington. 
If there is to be any prospect of assisting in the reestablishment of 
democratic government in Chile, we will need to understand the 
social and political causes of its downfall clearly—and in this 
search, Robert Alexander’s encyclopedic volume is only a limited 
beginning. CHRISTOPHER MITCHELL 
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This is a whopping good memoir by a first-rate correspondent 
who happened to be nearly everywhere the action was in the last 
thirty-four years—India (as a captain in the Indian Army) during 
the bloody partitioning, and again (as a reporter) for the India- 
China war of 1962; in and out of Algeria from 1958 to the end of the 
war for independence; the Congo (Zaire) for the 1960 post- 
independence power struggle; China in 1964 to film TV docu- 
mentaries, but also, by sheer luck, to record a remarkable evening 
with Mao; Hong Kong as a China-watcher during the Cultural 
Revolution; and in and out of Vietnam from 1967 to 1968, covering 
the siege of Khe Sanh and the Tet offensive. 

Behr writes nothing so pompous as a history or even re- 
interpretation of those events, taking for granted that his readers 
share his Western liberal convictions. Yet his wittily spun anecdotes 
and his searingly vivid descriptions of danger and disaster provide 
insights into the motives of statesmen and high-echelon military 
commanders, as well as the anguish of those who bear the ultimate 
burdens of wars: foot-slogging. soldiers and innocent civilians . 

Above all, sometimes with wit and sometimes with disdain, this 
conscientious reporter reveals much about good and bad journal- 
ism and the practitioners of each. He is particularly scornful of war 
correspondents who take no personal risks, but safely (in Saigon or 
other refuge) synthesize their “reports” from official handouts and 
imaginative embellishment of other reporters’ experiences-. 

On journalistic coverage of the Tet offensive of January 1968, 
Behr faults both a self-deluding U.S. command (MACV) and 
irresponsible reporting, but he does not accept “Peter Braestrup’s 
findings to the effect that the U.S. press in Saigon reported as a 
defeat what had, in effect, been a major U.S. victory.”"* The 
hypothesis “that the Tet offensive, with its horrendous casualty rate 
among the VC, had robbed the North of its long-term capabilities 
was simply not borne out by subsequent events,” says Behr. 

Behr has written for Reuters, Time, The Saturday Evening Post, 
and, since 1965, Newsweek. He has now given us an engaging, often 
amusing, sometimes sobering, and always credible professional 
memoir. PHILIP VAN SLYCK 


*Peter Braestrup, Big Story: How the American Press and Television 
Reported and Interpreted the Crisis of Tet 1968 in Vietnam and Washington 
(Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1977). 
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In the piece, “Mr. Teng and Shirley MacLaine,” from the Free 
Comment column in our May-June issue, we erroneously 
referred to Tien An Men Square as the scene of counter- 
revolutionary riots in April 1974. That date was incorrect. The 
sentence should have read: “Tien An Men Square was the scene 
of riots in April 1976 dubbed ‘counterrevolutionary. ” 

In the same issue, for garbled type on page 15 of Albert L. 
Weeks’s article, “John Paul II: Polish Church and Polish 


Corrections 


Rights,” we offer our printer’s apologies. That passage, 
beginning in the twelfth line of the second column, and referring 
to Pope John Paul II, should read: “Once he began to wear the 
cardinal’s hat after 1967, and became one of three Europeans 
elected to the council of the world bishops’ synod in 1974, his 
militant anticommunism, together with his charismatic appeal 
to Polish young people and workers and his talents as a speaker, 
enhanced his reputation with both clergy and laity.” 
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